
What do you want your community 
to look like? 



What is important to your 
community? 

Clean air 

Clean  
water 

Healthy soil 

Local food Outdoor activities 



 

Can the Species at Risk 
Act be a tool to help you 
reach your goals? 

  



Legal context for species at risk in BC 

•  Provincial and local governments can provide 
protection for species at risk through existing tools 

 

–  Water Act 
–  Wildlife Act 
–  Green bylaws  

•  SARA provides protection 
    to federally listed species   
    on all land types across  
    Canada 



SARA on private land 

•  Landowners and managers can choose how to conserve 
species and their habitat 

•  Environment Canada can support these actions 
•  At the end of the day, species and their habitat must be 

“effectively protected” 



How we identify Critical Habitat 

•  “To the extent 
possible, based on 
the best available 
information” 

•  Linked to population 
& distribution 
objectives 
 

CH ID is comprised of:  
•  A geographic location or area within which CH is found  
•  Biophysical attributes 



Recovery strategies guide the way 

•  Federally listed SAR 
with draft recovery 
strategies in the south 
coast region: 

 
–  Extirpated = 5 
–  Endangered = 2 
–  Threatened =11 



We need your help to: 

•  Review & comment on listing 
and recovery documents 

  
•  Implement:  

–  recovery activities 
–  habitat protection 
–  threat abatement 
–  ensure habitat is protected  

on municipal-owned lands  

 



Working Together to Protect CH 



Critical Habitat Effective Protection 
Assessment (CHEPA)  
•  Critical Habitat must be protected, but how this occurs is 

flexible  
 

•  On provincial and private lands Environment Canada is 
required to assess whether effective protection is in 
place  



Critical Habitat Protection– What we 
hope local governments can provide  

•  Help us provide landowners with 
information  

 

•  Advice on what existing protection 
mechanisms are in place 

 

•  Tools to support Critical Habitat 
protection (e.g., bylaws)  

•  Regulate and Steward:  
–  Green bylaws, Zoning, 

Permitting, Covenants, 
Stewardship agreements  



Critical Habitat Protection–  
What CWS can provide  
•  Ecological Gifts Program 

•  Funding programs 

•  Data to assist in land use planning  

•  Green Bylaws Toolkit (developed in partnership)  
 



Critical Habitat Protection– Where 
we could collaborate 

•  Partnerships such as 
SCCP 

•  Regional Biodiversity 
Conservation Strategy  

•  Mapping, technical, 
planning support  

•  Co-developed resources: 
e.g. stewardship 
practices  

•  Ecological Goods and 
Services and 
conservation funds  

•  Other?  

 


