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Executive Summary 
The landholder contact program focused on private properties in the Lower Mainland and Fraser Valley 

that were likely to contain Critical Habitat for the Pacific Water Shrew (PWS) and habitat for other 

associated Species at Risk (SAR).  Sites in Surrey, Abbotsford (Sumas Mountain), Mission and Harrison 

Mills were chosen.  In total, 165 property parcels were listed and land ownership analyzed.  Most were 

contacted through a mail out.  A total of 13 properties were visited.  Three written stewardship 

agreements were signed, two verbal stewardship agreements were achieved and six management 

plan/recommendation reports were shared.  Two properties had restoration work achieved through 

native vegetation plantings.  Three species at risk occurrences will be submitted to the Conservation 

Data Centre.  One landowner expressed an interest in a conservation covenant.  Future expansion of the 

program could include contacting landowners adjacent to protected City of Abbotsford green spaces 

and increased partnerships with local organizations in Surrey. 

Establishment of Program 

Focus 
This landholder contact program (LCP) in 2012-13 began with a focus on private properties in the Lower 

Mainland and Fraser Valley that were likely to contain Critical Habitat for the Pacific Water Shrew (PWS) 

and possibly provide habitat for other associated Species at Risk (SAR).  The areas were chosen primarily 

through reviewing the maps produced by AquaTerra’s report “Habitat Stewardship for the Pacific Water 

Shrew and Associated Species on the South Coast of BC” prepared in 2012 with funds from the Habitat 

Stewardship Program and the proposed Recovery Strategy for PWS. 

The sites chosen were as follows (See Figures 1 and 2 showing location of Abbotsford and Surrey sites):   

 Fraser Heights (Surrey) 

 Highway 10 (Surrey) 

 Fergus Creek (White Rock) 

 Matsqui (Abbotsford) 

 Stoney Creek (Abbotsford) 

 South Clayburn Creek (Abbotsford) 

 Davis Creek / Lost Creek (Mission) 
In addition, due to input from other partners, a property in the Harrison Mills area was visited. 

Partnerships 
The SCCP has partnered with the Fraser Valley Conservancy (FVC) in the past in implementing a 

landholder contact program in the Fraser Valley.  Previous efforts have included contacting landowners 

on Sumas Mountain and in the Ryder Lake area (Chilliwack).  To avoid creating our initiative completely 

from the ground up, the SCCP wanted to build on these earlier successful efforts.  Therefore the SCCP 

and the FVC created a formal partnership (through a Memorandum of Understanding) to share 

resources and implement the program together.  Along with Tamsin Baker as the Program Coordinator, 

Steve Clegg was hired as the Landholder Contact Liaison.  Steve was directly involved in visiting 

landowners in the Ryder Lake area for the FVC and would bring significant experience to the position.   
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Tamsin has previous experience with stewardship initiatives and conservation covenants through past 

employment with TLC The Land Conservancy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1:  Map of Abbotsford sites   Figure 2:  Map of Surrey sites 

Staff at the Canadian Wildlife Service (CWS) was contacted regarding their recent work around the 

proposed Critical Habitat areas for the Pacific Water Shrew.  They had mailed consultation packages to 

landowners in the proposed Critical Habitat areas for the PWS.  The staff was unable to provide us with 

exact locations and addresses, but agreed to contact landowners that expressed interest to see if they 

would like a site visit.  

Outreach materials 
Outreach materials developed were an information sheet, and an introductory letter for mailing to 

landowners.  The SCCP website was updated to include info about the program.  See Appendix A for 

example of the mail out package. 

Other materials developed were a template management plan and a template stewardship agreement.   

This was assisted by the previous work completed by the FVC.   A Stewardship Plaque was also designed 

and several printed for landowners who had signed stewardship agreements to place on their 

properties.  See Appendices B and C. 
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Database 
Through Steve Clegg’s assistance, the FVC’s landowner contact database was found and reviewed.  It 

was determined to be of significant use as a template, and that the data collected would continue to be 

added to it and kept by the FVC to address any privacy concerns expressed by the landowners.  In 

addition, the properties in the database were examined to determine if any of the targeted areas and 

properties had already been contacted in previous years.  None of them had been.  In general, it was 

determined by communication with various local environmental groups that it was likely that none of 

the sites being targeted for this program had been contacted by another stewardship program in the 

past. 

Implementation of Program 
Property lists were created for each area based mostly on reviewing the maps and property lists from 

AquaTerra’s report.  Additional assistance was provided by undertaking some Land Title searches and 

being provided landowner info from certain sources.  The program began with the mailing of 

introductory letters and information sheets to these landowners.   

Results 
To protect the privacy of the landowners, specific property locations are not included in this report.  If 

more information is required, please contact the author of this report. 

Fraser Heights (North Surrey) 
 Information about the program was communicated to the local Community Association and a 

local naturalist. 

 77 properties listed.   

 5 parcels are already protected (4 owned by TLC The Land Conservancy and 1 by The Nature 
Trust of BC).  Contact was made with both organizations informing them of the program. 

 4 are owned by holding/development companies.  Attempts were made to contact these 
owners. 

 70 landowners were mailed. 
 
Two residential landowners requested site visits.  Of these two, one site visit never occurred due to the 
changing schedule of the landowner.  This landowner seemed highly interested however, so some 
stewardship info was provided through email and a future site visit will occur pending the continuation 
of the program. 
 
The second landowner visit was highly successful.  The 0.424 hectare property (Hoskin property) is 
partially forested with second growth deciduous and contains a stream and pond.  There was a 
confirmed sighting of juvenile red-legged frogs.  Great blue herons frequently visit.  This landowner 
received a detailed management plant, signed a stewardship agreement and agreed to allow restoration 
work (through native vegetation plantings) occur.  See figure 3. The plantings included placing conifers 
in the mostly deciduous, planting native shrubs along the pond, and native vegetation along the stream.  
See figure 4.  Recommendations were made concerning the control and removal of the invasive plants. 
A ‘Nature Steward’ plaque was delivered. 
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Figure 3:  The landowner of the Hosking property (in the middle) holding the signed stewardship 
agreement in front of the recently planted vegetation along the pond. 
 

 
 

Figure 4:  Photos showing native vegetation plantings along the pond and adjacent to the stream on the 
Hoskin property in Fraser Heights. 

Highway 10 (Surrey) 
 10 properties listed. 

 Mailing list narrowed down to sites with residences and landowners who lived on site. 

 4 of 10 mailed.  Follow up phone calls were unsuccessful.  

Fergus Creek (South Surrey) 
 Information about the program was communicated to the local environmental organization, A 

Rocha, which is based in South Surrey. 

 16 properties were listed. 
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 10 of 16 mailed.  Most properties appeared to have residences.  One site, containing 3 parcels, is 
a golf course.  One property is owned by the Province. 

 From those landowners successfully contacted through phone calls, their attitude was friendly 
but there was a resignation that the entire area was going to be developed eventually. 

Davis Creek (Mission) 

 AquaTerra was contacted for input on landowners, as was Fraser Valley Watersheds Coalition 
staff. 

 9 properties were listed and 9 letters mailed. 

 No response from letters or phone calls. 

South Clayburn Creek (Abbotsford – Sumas Mountain) 
 31 properties listed and 22 letters mailed. 

 9 of these properties are owned by the City of Abbotsford (COA) who were contacted via email 
and phone separately. 

 Permission was given by City of Abbotsford to visit their sites.   

 4 of City of Abbotsford sites were visited with management recommendations made.  Key 
findings included issues around adjacent private residential landowners.  Numerous instances of 
clearing, invasive plants, gardens, play areas etc. were found on COA land.  See Figure 5. 

 We had an on-site meeting with a landowner that lived adjacent to a protected COA green 
space.  A verbal stewardship agreement was secured from this individual. 

 Another residential landowner was visited that had impacted part of a COA green space 
adjacent to his property.  However, this landowner enthusiastically became a Nature Steward by 
signing a stewardship agreement (Murray property).  In addition, native plant restoration 
occurred on the adjacent COA land (with permission from the COA) adjacent to this property to 
reduce the damage. 

 
Figure 5:  Photos of clearings made by adjacent landowners on City of Abbotsford property in 
South Clayburn Creek.   

 

Stoney Creek (Abbotsford – Sumas Mountain) 
 11 properties listed and 4 letters mailed to the landowners representing 7 properties. 
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 4 of these properties are owned by the City of Abbotsford who was contacted via email and 
phone separately. 

 Permission was given by City of Abbotsford to visit their sites.   

 2 of City of Abbotsford sites were visited with management recommendations made.  Key 
findings included issues around adjacent private residential landowners.  Numerous instances of 
clearing, invasive plants, garbage dumping, play areas etc. were found.  See Figure 6. 

 On one COA property the red-listed Pacific Water Leaf was found.  See Figure 7. 

 One private landowner who received a letter did agree to a site visit (Hall property).  This visit 
resulted in a management plan being developed and we did receive a verbal stewardship 
agreement. 

 

 
Figure 6:  Photo of an extensive play area found on COA land in the Stoney Creek area. 
 

 
Figure 7:  Photo of red-listed Pacific water leaf found in the Stoney Creek area on City of Abbotsford land 
adjacent to a local hiking trail. 
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Matsqui (Abbotsford – Sumas Mountain) 
 10 properties listed and 7 letters mailed to the landowners representing 8 parcels. 

 1 property is owned by the City of Abbotsford who was contacted via email and phone 
separately. 

 1 property is owned by Metro Vancouver who was contacted via email and phone separately. 

 Permission was given by City of Abbotsford and Metro Vancouver to visit their sites.   

 Both COA and Metro Vancouver sites were visited and management recommendations made. 

 On the COA property, a red-legged frog was observed.  See Figure 8. 
 

 
Figure 8:  Photo of red-legged frog on City of Abbotsford land in the Matsqui site. 
 
Additional note for Davis Creek, South Clayburn, Stoney Creek and Matsqui areas: 
The lack of response was partially because many of the properties are held by suspected developers, 
land speculators etc.  (19 properties held by 11 different firms.).   

Harrison Mills (Fraser Valley) 
The Canadian Wildlife Service did provide a few names of landowners who might be interested in a visit, 

but the names were all those in the areas with suspected Oregon Spotted Frog Critical Habitat.  This 

species is being stewarded by Monica Pearson of Balance Ecological.  She was contacted about these 

names and was already in contact with them.  However, she provided us with the name of a landowner 

in Harrison Mills that had likely seen a Pacific Water Shrew on his property.   

This landowner was visited on a property that is about 14 hectares in size (Dickin property).  

Management recommendations were discussed, but a management was determined to not be 

necessary at this time.  The site is already somewhat protected by a restrictive covenant concerning 

geotechnical aspects of the site.  However, information was shared to improve protection by the 

recommendation of a conservation covenant.  The landowner is enthusiastic about the natural features 

of the site and so a written stewardship agreement was achieved.  See Figure 9 for a photo of the area 

where landowner reported seeing a Pacific Water Shrew run across the water. 
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Figure 9:  Beaver-dammed wetland on Dickin property approximately where the landowner thought he 

saw a Pacific Water Shrew. 

Wrap-up of Program 
The final step was to ensure that the data concerning the contacted properties was recorded in the 

database. 

Future Recommendations 
In the future, the results from this year’s program points to some continued areas of focus.  First, the 

program could be expanded to contact residential landowners that live adjacent to nature corridors 

owned by the City of Abbotsford on Sumas Mountain.  A program to discourage incursions into these 

protected areas and the limit of the spreading of invasive plants in the short-term could have beneficial 

long-term impacts.   The City of Abbotsford is interested in exploring a possible partnership.  Additional 

wildlife surveys could be made on those properties owned by Abbotsford and Metro Vancouver.   

Another recommendation to increase landowner participation in Surrey is to expand partnerships with 

the City and local groups, such as A Rocha.  Continued activities and events in Surrey could encourage 

more landowners to participate.   
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Appendix A:  Sample Stewardship Introduction Letter and Information 

Sheet 
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Appendix B:  Sample Stewardship Plaque 
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Appendix C:  Sample Stewardship Agreement 

 


